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cheerfullest tint of all. In fact, it is principally owing to the
circumstance that the northern and western parts of Arabia
have been hitherto those almost exclusively visited by travellers,
that the idea of Arab barbarism or Bedouinism has found such
general acceptance in Europe.

Here we are now in Ha'yel, yet in the midst of Nejdean
politics and debate, where the bigotry and tyranny of the
Wahhabee meet with oft-recurring and cordial detestation. The
siege of'Oneyzah, its latest news, conjectures, hopes and fears
relative to its duration and result, are the chief topic of con-
versation. Already, indeed, when hardly beyond the boun-
daries of the Djowf, had we heard of that great event of the
Arabian day. But here it was the all-engrossing subject of
anxious enquiry and speculation, and the real though disguised
cause of the frequent visits paid by the chiefs of Kaseem to
Telal, and of their endless rendezvous in the apartments of
'Abd-el-Mahsin.

That large town had been for centuries the capital of the
province, or rather of a full third of Arabia, namely, of what
we may call its north-western centre. Its commerce with
Medinah and Mecca on the one hand, and with Nejed, nay,
even with Damascus and Bagdad, on the other, had gathered
in its warehouses stores of traffic unknown to any other locality
of inner Arabia, and its hardy merchants were met with alike
on the shores of the Red Sea and of the Persian Gulf, and
occasionally on the more distant banks of the Euphrates, or by
the waters of Damascus. Meanwhile the martial and energetic
character of its population prevented a too exclusive predomi-
nance of the commercial over the military spirit, and the war-
riors of 'Oneyzah had twice at a recent period been seen be-
neath the walls of Bahholah in the very heart of'Oman, though
separated from them by three months' distance of Arab march.
'Oneyzah itself boasted a double enclosure of fortifications,
unbaked brickwork it is true, but in their height and thickness
no less formidable to Arab besiegers in their present state of
obsidionary science, than the defences of Antwerp or of Badajoz
to a European army. The outer circle of walls, with its trench
and towers, protected the gardens, while the inner range sur-
rouuded the compact mass of the town itself. Here a young
and courageous chief Zamil, or, to givte him the name by which